Evidence for Defence.
Thomas Alfred Matthews
sure to colour it?—I do not recollect that I knew it.    I remember
that statement quite distinctly at some time or other.
In the face of that, did you allow Davies to go out of the.
box without challenging that 1—Yes, apparently I did not do it.
I would like to ask you about the discovery on the 9th
February. Between your first visit to Mayfield on thia
search, that was the 2nd January, and the 9th February, had
any people from your office been to Mayfield to your knowledge?—
Yes, two or three. I had about sixteen clerks at that time. There
were two who were particularly assisting me in this case; Mr.
Chivers was one and Mr. Hawkrigg was the other. Mr. Smith
also was there several times, because he went to arrange about
the removal of the family. I also know that Mr. Chivers went
once or twice with Inspector Crutchett. Mr. Hawkrigg went on
one or two occasions. On one occasion particularly I sent him up
for a specific reason, and the other occasion was when he went up
to get some clothes, or went up with Mrs. Price or Miss Pearce
to get some things, because I had the key. Miss Pearce left on the
6th January, on the Friday following the day of arrest. I have
already stated that on the 1st January Miss Pearce was present
when the bureau was searched; indeed, it was she who pulled out
the drawer. I did not ask her any questions about that before
the magistrates.
Have you noticed that no question was put by my friend to
Miss Pearce as to that?—I do not know whether he knew that
she was there.
Have you observed that any question was put?—I do not think
so, and I have followed most of his cross-examination. On the 9th
February I went to Mayfield for tHe purpose of inspecting the
recipe which my clerk had previously taken a copy of at my request.
Mr. Armstrong had a clerk called Phillips, who, I understand, had
been up to fetch clothes for Major Armstrong. He, of course,
knew nothing about the statement. I had not made up my mind
by the date I made the discovery that when I went to Mayfield I
would have another look at this drawer. The reason why I looked
a second time was simply to demonstrate to my managing clerk
where it was alleged to have been.
By Mr. justice daeling—When did you first suggest in any
proceedings that Mrs. Armstrong committed suicide?—I have not
suggested it at all.
Tou do suggest it here?—Yes.
It never was suggested until here at the Assizes ?—No, my lord.
Cross-examination continued—At the first visit to Mayfield you
went there with a fair expectation of finding the packet of arsenic
in ttat drawer?—I cannot say that. I knew two detective officers
and a police deputy chief constable Had been there, and I did
not expect to find it for a moment.
Then I suppose you practically felt certain it was not there
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